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fruits and vegetables to the rest 
of the world each year.  

   And that’s just the beginning.  
The wine industry is robust, 
with over 4,000 wineries in 
California alone.   (One of the 
oldest, Chalone, went into busi-
ness in 1919, the first year of 
Prohibition.) The message: 
Evan wants you to see it all, in 
the fields, on his tour. 

  Evan achieved his status as 
agriculture and wine expert 
through education and experi-
ence.  He graduated from UC 
Davis and studied agronomy  to 
better understand the world’s 
food problems.  He changed his 
major to vitaculture and headed 
to Australia to learn more about 
the business. 

   It was there he observed wine 
growers who used tourists to 

Agri-Tour Takes You into the Fields for Lunch 

work the wine in the fields.  
The called it “agri-tourism” and 
it made sense to him.  So he 
brought the idea back to Mon-
terey and began Ag Venture 
Tours for Monterey County.  

  At the lunch, he distributed a 
list of 41 local commodities, 
from artichokes to spinach, and 
explained how his customized 
tours work:  he offers half and 
full day tours (in the fields), 
wine tastings (in your home if 
you desire) and speaking en-
gagements.  He has also teamed 
up with our own Mary Cham-
berlain to offer Gourmet Food 
and Wine Tours.  For more 
information on both, contact  

 evan@adventuretours.com 

   EVAN Oakes has his following.  
He is president of the Ag Venture 
Tours, an enterprising organization 
that literally takes you into the 
country, via tour bus, foot or trac-
tor.  Want to see what it’s like to 
work a field? You do?  Really? 

   Evan will be happy to oblige you.  
He didn’t say you could keep eve-
rything you harvested, but he did 
bring a supply of veggies and fruits 
along with him to prove his point.   

   He was speaking to a group of 
Carmel Valley Women’s Club 
members and their husbands at the 
January luncheon at Quail Lodge. 
He had is audience’s attention. 

    His message was simple: Califor-
nia is the leading agriculture state in 
the nation providing one-half of 
the country’s fruits, nuts and vege-
tables.  Salinas Valley itself exports 
nearly half a billion pounds of Judy Zurlinden shows off a cauliflower. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sign up now! 

Donna Stewart (left) poses with Evan Oakes and Whiz  Lindsey at Quail. 

 Join us as we support 
our wonderful                      

scholarship program        

and raise a bid and a 
glass for our  2020                            

graduating students! 

  Tickets: $45       
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Agri-tours at CVWC Lunch, contd: 

(Top left)  Bruce Wagner, Dallas and Brooke Brown; (center) Pinkie Terry and Kathy Kaminsky; (right) Wendy Fields and new member Sue Hobbs; (second row left)  new 
member Doris Sanger and Pat Gray; (right)  Ed Dickson and brother Gary Dickson and wife Kathy,  Judy Tschirgi; (third row, left) Cynthia Hall, Linda Jensen, Alan 
Williams, Dan Reily; (right) CVWC members; (bottom row, left) Bonnie Reimann and Sandra Day; (right) Judy Colloton, Cynthia Nexis, Cecile Biery.  
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Celebrated Chef  Burt Cutino at CVWC Lunch 

President’s Message—A Generous Gift and An Urgent Request 

  HIS reputation precedes him: 
famous for his critically ac-
claimed Sardine Factory Restau-
rant; one of the founders of  the 
now-famous Rancho Cielo chef’s 
school; a man-about-town and 
major supporter of events on the 
Monterey Wharf since the early 
1950s.  And he’ll share all with 
you on Wednesday, February 
5th, at Rio Grill in Carmel.  
You won‘t want to miss date! 

   This is the illustrious chef who 
helped shepherd the renovation 
of the wharf from a fisherman’s 
net-draped hang-out to a vibrant, 
downtown seaside tourist attrac-
tion.  Great food and drink 
abound, and, as you might imag-
ine, there is an abundance of 
stories, lore, traditions and peo-
ple-watching to learn about.  

   Here’s what’s in store for the 
menu:  You’ll begin with a sensa-
tional choice of mustard-soy 
marinated skirt steak with a yam 
gratin and sautéed green beans, 
OR you can tempt your appetite 
with a house-smoked turkey 
breast sandwich with bacon, 
guacamole and tomato chutney. 
Dessert is a slew of lemon tarts 
with citrus crema.  How can your 
resist? 

  HERE’S ALL YOU NEED 
TO DO: 

 Contact our own Penny 
Wood  at  624-3081, or      
you can e-mail her, at  
pennyw45@yahoo.com 
and give her your entrée 
choice, plus the number 
of people in your party.  
Then mail your check 
made payable to CVWC 
Foundation, PO Box 407, 
Carmel Valley, CA  93924, 
or bring it with you. OR, 
sign up on line. 

   Tickets are $45.  And remem-
ber, no walk-ins, no exceptions. 
Reservations accepted   until 
noon Friday, January 31st!  
www.cvwc.clubexpress.com.  

  You won’t want to drop the 
ball on this one.  See you the 5th. 

   PAT Gray reminds all movie 
fans that the next big event is in 
March at Century Cinemas in 
Del Monte Center.  Lunch is 
at 1 PM; movie is at 2:15.  

   A title hasn’t been chosen yet, 
but she will let you know a week 
in advance, when the new selec-
tions are published.  And she is a 
tough critic.  She notes, “I pick 
movies spouses and significant 
others don’t; I like nominees for 
golden Globes, Oscars and other  
winners; I check with Rotten 
Tomatoes;  

Lunch and a                   
Movie  

   AS the CVWC tackles seismic shifts in its plan and pres-
entation for the coming years, I’m reminded of the French 
phrase, plus ça change, plus c'est la même chose, trans-
lated loosely, the more things change, the more they stay 
the same.  

   We are the same, the same closely-knit club that has or-
ganized a successful scholarship program producing nearly 
half a million dollars in grants over its past 75–year history. 
That hasn’t changed as a goal.  How we do it is evolving.  
And in its evolution, we’re discovering new inroads in how 
to continue our philanthropy, and at the same time, develop 
new programs to promote who we are in the community 
and  attract new members.  

   To help us along our way, we have just been presented 
with an outstanding contribution from one of our members, 
in this case, a gift from a family foundation that will allow us 
to meet this year’s challenge for the scholarship program, 
and at the same time, give us a chance to reorganize. 

   The gift is $5,000, and it comes from The Terry Family 
Foundation. It is offered as a matching grant for us and a 
challenge to raise an additional $5,000 or more to award 
this year’s scholarship winners.  This offers us the much-
needed breathing room we require to keep our philanthropy 

going as we develop new fund-raising activities to replace 
our fashion show.  

  I hope we are all on board with this wonderful chal-
lenge grant!  What a beautiful, exciting opportunity to show 
our community and ourselves just how capable we are at 
reorganization and production!  Climb on board as we head 
for new horizons. 

   You will learn more about this fund raising idea in these 
pages, but plan on attending the fund raising April 
event of the CVWC to be held at Los Laureles Lodge.  It 
will take place on Sunday, April 26th, from 1 to 4 p.m., 
and hopefully the CVWC ladies will bring their spouses and 
others with them.  The charge is $45.00.  We’ll have hors 
d’oeuvres, wine, music, and just a few unique auction 
items.  A form requesting your attendance is elsewhere in 
this newsletter.  

  I’ll look forward to seeing you—all of you--there, with 
friends, as we raise funds and a glass, and set sail for new 
adventures in our same/new club!   

  Bonne chance, 

                                        Cynthia 
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 Giving investors a fighting 

chance                  in both 

Up and Down markets   

Carmel Rancho Boulevard, Carmel                                
831 624 7783                        

kilzerwealth@gmail.com            

 

 

Kathy Sharpe Studio & Gallery                       
Oil and Watercolor Paintings    
Scarves, cards, needlepoint  

ADVERTISEMENT 

Bingo!  Newest Event in the CVWC Lineup! 
    BY any stretch, the first Bingo 
round for the CVWC was an em-
boldened success.  Over 40 peo-
ple attended.  Some regulars at the 
Joullian Vineyards Tasting Room 
in the Village joined forces with 
CVWC members to bring on the 
game.  Noisy, creative and fun, 
described many people in the 
crowd.  The price for all the enter-
tainment was $5 a card, and that 
included a free glass of Joullian’s 
finest. 

  The second round takes place 
February 6th, again at Joillian 
Vineyards Tasting Room in the 

Village.  Make your reservation 
with Connie Hong-Smith now, 
as we’re limited to 25 people.   

. It’s a great way to spend an 
afternoon with friends.  You 
can always go to dinner after-
wards, and Los Laureles 
Lodge is steadfastly nearby. 

 

 
Jayne Brinton, Realtor    
DRE# 02056437 

Sotheby’s International Realty     
3774 Via Nona Marie, Suite 100  
Carmel, CA  93923                              
c 831.236.4112 

Jayne.brinton@sothebyshomes.com 
Sothebyshomes.com/Monterey 

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty Inc. 

Community Foundation and Lunch 

   MARCH luncheon speaker 
Christine Dawson of the Com-
munity Foundation will address 
the philanthropy’s 75th anniver-
sary this year.  She will also 
discuss upcoming plans for 
Carmel Valley Village sites, 

information we’ll all want to 
know about.  She’ll offer a 
timeline for this year, plus a 
history of the celebrated Ado-
bes. 

  Christine has been actively  
involved in the CVWC Founda-
tion’s scholarship program, 
helping to bring it into exis-
tence.  She knows where we are 
right now, and can offer us 
pertinent advice and support.   

  Don’t miss this important 
lunch, Wednesday,  March 4th, 
at Plaza Linda in Carmel Valley 
Village beginning at 11:30. 
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CARMEL VALLEY                    
~ COMPUTER ~                             
PHONE REPAIR                           

carmelvalleycpr@gmail.com 

Ryan Zotovich                                         
13 W. Carmel Valley Road                 
Carmel Valley, CA  93924                              

831-659-5309                          
on the web: CVCPR.COM 

What’s in Store for the CVWC Scholarship Fund? 

   FOR 75 years, the Carmel Val-

ley Women’s Club, on a yearly 

basis, has faithfully rewarded 

exceptional female students with 

scholarships to further their edu-

cations. For that 75 years, the 

club, pre-foundation, has raised 

the finances from its members at 

galas, fashion shows, holiday 

events and  other successful in-

come inducers.  Now, with our 

own nonprofit foundation in 

place, the stakes have grown 

even larger.  Scholarships have 

“Little Women” Big Success for the Lunch and a Movie 

 

shared the financial largess with 

local non-profits, and the CVWC 

Foundation’s community impact 

has increased. 

   At this point, the Planning 

Committee is reviewing other 

forms of financial assistance.  In 

the meantime, the Scholarship 

Committee is continuing its mis-

sion to locate qualified students. 

     CVWC members must ask of 

themselves, do we intend to con-

tinue this vital service of our 

club?  Indeed, it’s in our charter, 
LUNCH & A MOVIE          

Lunch is planned for March 
and movie will  be selected 

shortly. 

Stay tuned for news of up-
coming films from             

Pat Gray at   
pat@patgrayincolor.com    AN anticipatory group of 

movie fans had a delightful 

lunch of salads, soups, and 

pizza on Thursday, January 

15th, followed by snacks at the 

movies, as they prepared to 

enjoy the “Lunch and a 

Movie” event with the CVWC.  

The film, “L:ittle Women,” 

was a critical success, accord-

ing to those who viewed it.  It 

was considered worthy of all 

the awards and nominations, 

including:  Best Picture, Best 

Actress (Saoirs Ronan), Best 

Supporting Actress (Florence 

Pugh), Best Costume Design, 

Best Original Music Score and 

Best Adapted Screenplay.                                

   There will be many more 

movie afternoons to come, as 

Pat performs her magic touch 

in selecting another outstanding  

film from a variety of  winners 

selected by Century Theaters. 

The next one  will be in March. 

  They  will all include a lunch 

prior to the performance, and a 

chance for you to join forces 

with other CVWC members, or 

bring your own friends with 

you.  The next opportunity is in 

March.  See you at the movies! 

Pat Gray (left) leads a group of film buffs 
in the first Lunch and a Movie event in 
early January.  Others on hand for the 
premier event included   Sheryl Thompson,       
Penny Wood, Susan McFarland, Ron 
Arron, Roberta Weiner, June Dawson, 
and Stephanie Byrne.  

“to support charitable and edu-

cational purposes.”  It’s  a part of 

who we are.  

   We have been offered a won-

derful opportunity to continue 

our funds for scholarships in the 

form of a $5,000-matching grant 

from the Terry Family Founda-

tion..   

   If every member will join in on 

April 26th from 1 to 4, at Los 

Laureles Lodge to enjoy a quaff 

of cocktail and music and bid on 

a few exciting live auction items, 

we should be able to match that 

grant and be ready for a June 

scholarship luncheon.   If you 

can’t make the benefit, there’s a 

form on page 7 to fill out and 

make a pledge, here, or on line:       

www.cvwc.clubexpress.com. 

   The charge is $45.00.  Mem-

bers, let’s make this event hap-

pen!  See you on April 26th  

CVWC 
2019 

scholarship 
winners 

pose along-
side their 
certificates 

as they 
anticipate 
their new 

college 
experiences. 
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Saloon   •    Fine Dining 
Carmel Valley, CA  93924 

Reservations:  

659-2233 
www.loslaureles.com 

ADVERTISEMENT ADVERTISEMENT 

A California Historic Country Inn 

 

Attorneys at Law 

Estate Planning  •   Civil Litigation    
Land Use/Real Estate • Business Law 

Salinas, CA      831 424 1414      
Monterey, CA 831 373 3622      

 

Everything to Build a Home 
Building Materials  •  Tools           

Plumbing  •   Electric                            
Paint  •  Landscape Needs 

659-2291                      
In Carmel Valley Village                         

Family owned & operated since 1904 

A California Historic Country Inn 

 In Memoriam—Lois Campbell 

 

Doctors of Optometry                
106 Mid Valley Center                                                                    
located  left of Safeway                                          

Serving  the Monterey  Peninsula  
with  the best in professional        

eye care                                                                 
625-3911                          

www.drshartford.com 

 

For the finest in                    
interior design…             

contact  

Britton Designs           
In Carmel Valley 

659-0444 

    LONG-TIME CVWC mem-
ber, Lois Campbell, has passed 
away in her home in Moraga. 
Lois and her husband Ken had 
retired to White Oak in Carmel 
Valley in the early 90s.  She re-
mained a faithful member of the 
club even as she lived elsewhere. 

 

Vacation Rentals 

Commercial Leases 

Residential Rentals 

Management & Maintenance 

659-0445                     
BRE # 00953487 

est 

Real Estate Management • Sales 

roperties 

  Lois was profiled in this news-
letter in 2008. She was much 
loved.   A contri-
bution in her 
name will be 
sent to the foun-
dation of her 
family’s choice. 

 

Next  Met Opera: Porgy and Bess 

   AFTER a hiatus of 30 years,  
George Gershwin’s lush “Porgy 
and ‘Bess” has reappeared on the 
Metropolitan Opera stage to 
phenomenal critical acclaim. 
Audiences are transported back 
to Catfish Row along the 
Charleston waterfront for such 
memorable arias as “It Ain’t 
Necessarily So,”  “Bess, You is 

M y  W o m a n  N o w , ” 
“Summertime” and dozens of 
others, sung by bass-baritone 
Eric Owens and the sublime 
soprano Angel Blue.   

  It all comes to life in the live 
HD production Wednesday,  
February 5th at Century Cine-
mas in Del Monte Center. 
Purchase your tickets in advance 
from Fandango or Cinemark and 
select seats around H11 to be in 
the CVWC group.  

  Always a hit, dinner beforehand 
is at PF Chang’s at Del Monte.  
Dinner starts at 4:45 pm, because 
you’ll have to move your cars to 
make a 6:30 curtain.. 

  Make your dinner reservations  
in advance with Jackie Lynch            
(jackierlynch@comcast.net).  
This should be a sellout!  
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Profiles—Stephanie Byrne 

   STEPHANIE Byrne and hus-
band Bob are soon headed for the 
Greek Islands, along with other 
Carmel Valley friends, the latest 
adventure involving a couple who 
spends a considerable amount of 
retirement time exploring the rest 
of the world.   

   “Where else have we been?” asks 
Stephanie. “Ireland, China, New 
Zealand, Australia, Europe, Thai-
land, and now Greece coming up.  
And Crete,” she adds.  

   Some of this curiosity  may stem 
from her early past.  She and her 
sister shared a fluid childhood  
spent in foreign territory.  Both 
were born in New Jersey and fol-
lowed on the trail of their father, 
an executive with Standard Oil, 
who brought them to Botaga, Co-
lumbia for a two-year stint.  Then 
back to Coral Gables, Florida, 
where Stephanie, by this time flu-
ent in Spanish, graduated from 
high school in 1965.  

   Language was her goal, and so 
she majored in Spanish at a col-
lage in upstate New York that 
offered her an overseas service 
program challenge in her chosen 
field, Spanish, and a two-year 
commitment in  Spain. 

   The program qualified her for 
an internship at Merrill Lynch. 
While she was at it, she also took 
classes at the University of Ma-
drid majoring in art and history.  

  When she returned to the U.S., 
she began work in Manhattan, 
but more adventurous places 
beckoned. She found herself in 
San Francisco in 1974. “ I started 
out at Wells Fargo in the Trust 
department,” she says, “and I 
was soon appointed an adminis-
trator; I was there for eleven 
years.” 

  But her real inspiration came 
from the real estate business, 
which she joined in Palo Alto. It 
captured her attention for 30 
years.  She specialized in prop-
erty management and handled 
many real estate transactions in 
the Bay area. She then worked 
for a number of private develop-
ers and ended up at Coldwell 
Banker in Menlo Park.  

  It was there she met her future 
partner, a particularly tenacious 
claims adjuster who handled 

horses and dogs.  Her Kerry 
Blue Terrier took the champi-
onship in confirmation at the 
American Kennel Club show in 
2014. 

  “She passed away last year,” 
intones Stephanie.  “Now I 
have a Bluepoint Siamese who 
came from a neighbor. She 
moved to Seattle and I volun-
teered to take care of the cat. I 
didn’t know it would be perma-
nent, but here she is.”    

   Stephanie is also a tennis 
player and indulges in aerobics 
workouts.  She joined the Car-
mel Valley Women’s Club in 
2014 and since then has partici-
pated in nearly every event.  
Last year, she headed up the 
fashion show.  This coming 
year, she’s heading up the new 
foundation fundraiser.  

  Stephanie speaks with evident  
pride about her sister, four 
years her junior, who is a pho-
tographer. 

  “She was Barbara Bush’s per-
sonal photographer at the 
White House,” says Stephanie.   
“She married a Secret Service 
Agent for Reagan and Clinton.  
She’s a free lance photographer 
for the New York times.” 

  Stephanie is currently rear-
ranging her schedule for the 
CVWC’s next big foundation 
fund raiser. She’ll be right in the 
middle of it, where she belongs. 

three different insurance prob-
lems for her. “He denied all three 
of those claims,” she notes.  “But 
after the dust settled from the 
final one, Bob called me and 
asked if I was married.   A year 
and a half later, we did just that; 
got married in an historic  church 
in Palo Alto, where ‘Herald and 
Maude’ was filmed.”  

   In 2011, after they both retired, 
the two trekked down to Carmel 
Valley to check out the real estate.  
“We saw this house in the Mid 
Valley area and that was it, seven 
years ago,” says Stephanie.   

   The house was the subject of a 
book by the former owners titled 
Under the Carmel Valley Sun. 

   “It took them ten years to reno-
vate that house,” she continues. 
“This is their story.  They did 
everything themselves, just like we 
do now.  Bob does the outside; 
I’m the inside.  He’s the gar-
dener.”  

   Stephanie’s husband is a mover 
and shaker in the Carmel Valley 
Garden Club, as is Stephanie.  
“He’s in charge of the annual 
flower show and I do the silent 
auction.”   She’s also totally com-
mitted to their lifestyle here. 
“We’ve made lots of new friends,” 
she says, “and we wind up travel-
ing to other places with them” 

   As a former horsewoman, since 
the age of 6, she is still active. In 
her past, she has shown both 

 

     Yes!  I plan to be at the fund raiser fest at Los Laureles Lodge on April 28th!  Please sign me up! 

NAME_________________________________________________________PHONE_________________________ 

ADDRESS _____________________________________________CITY___________________________________ 

STATE_________ZIP____________________ EMAIL__________________________________________________ 

CC NUMBER _____________________________________EXP DATE________________CODE_____________  

  I’m sorry, I can’t make it.  But I’d like to make a contribution using the form above.  Let’s match that grant!   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

CARMEL VALLEY WOMEN’S CLUB   
P.O. BOX 407 
CARMEL VALLEY,  CA 93924 
 

Who We Are 
    THE Carmel Valley 
Women’s Club is a social 
organization consisting of 
community-minded Mon-
terey Peninsula women con-

cerned with the welfare of 
Carmel Valley, the education 
of Carmel Valley’s young 
women, and the individual 
needs of its membership.   
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Who’s New? 
  WELCOME to new members 

of the CVWC,  Sue Hobbs 
and Doris Senger. 

    If you’re interested in joining 
an active group of women do-

nating time and funding to our 
community, email Membership 
Cha i r ,  Judy  Zur l inden a t 
jbz1950@gmail.com. 

Carmel Valley Office    This non–profit organization 
founded by Julia Child and Robert 
Mondavi, in l981, was to advance the 
understanding, appreciation and qual-
ity of what we eat and drink.   

  The AIWF offers events and pro-
grams for dedicated wine and food 
enthusiasts throughout the United 
States. The local Monterey Chapter 
would love to get you interested in 
joining. 

American Institute of  Wine and Food 
  You’re sure to meet many locals who 
share your love of food, wine and ad-
ventures in dining.  For more informa-
tion, contact Mary Chamberlain:  
AIWFMontereyBay@gmail.com. 


